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[SDG 12] Responsible Consumption and production  S{FHEHEAE

[12.2.6] Does your university as a body have policies around use minimisation - Of disposable items?

NCUT is committed to advancing sustainability and environmental stewardship across its campus and
the wider community. In alignment with Taiwan’s national strategies and global sustainable
development goals, NCUT has enacted a comprehensive policy to minimize the use of disposable

items, particularly single-use plastics and tableware.

This report details NCUT’s approach, policy framework, and implementation strategies for reducing
disposable items, while highlighting achievements, challenges, and future goals. Through a
combination of administrative policy, awareness campaigns, student participation, and partnerships
with local vendors and government bodies, NCUT seeks to cultivate a culture of sustainable living
that extends beyond the university campus.

1. Policy Framework
1.1 Restricted Use of Disposable Tableware and Implementation Methods

In line with Taiwan’s national ban on disposable plastics by 2030, NCUT amended its “Restricted

Use of Disposable Tableware and Implementation Methods” to:
e Prohibit disposable items in campus operations, training, and events.
e Require departments to report on paper and plastic reduction progress.
e Prioritize reusable and eco-friendly alternatives across all settings.

1.2 Alignment with International and National Goals

e UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production) —
Reducing waste at the source.

e Taiwan’s Single-Use Plastic Directive (SUPD, 2018) — Phasing out single-use plastics by 2030.

e Local Government Green Policies — Compliance with Taichung City Government’s regulations

on disposable tableware.
2. Implementation Strategies
2.1 Ban on Disposable Supplies

NCUT prohibits the use of paper and plastic cups, straws, bottled water, and disposable lunch
boxes during:
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« Administrative and faculty meetings.

e Training and professional development workshops.

e University-organized activities and events.

This policy applies to both on-campus and off-campus official functions.
2.2 Reusable Lunch Solutions

To reduce lunch box waste during events, NCUT requires:

e Partnering with vendors offering reusable lunch containers, or

e Organizing self-service dining to minimize packaging waste.
2.3 Reporting and Accountability

All units are required to report reductions in disposable item usage to the Environmental Protection
and Safety and Health Center. This ensures transparency, compliance, and continuous

improvement.
3. Engagement and Participation
3.1 Faculty and Student Involvement

e Students are encouraged to adopt “bring your own” practices, such as carrying reusable

bottles and tableware.
e Faculty lead by example, reducing disposable usage in teaching and research settings.
3.2 Campaigns and Awareness Raising

e Campus Announcements & Digital Platforms — Continuous messaging on reducing

disposables.

e Competitions and Incentives — Recycling and waste reduction competitions encourage
participation.

e Workshops and Education — Environmental education integrated into student service learning

hours.
4. Promoting Reusable Alternatives
4.1 On-Campus Initiatives

e “One Person, One Chopsticks” Campaign — Promoting stainless steel chopsticks over bamboo

or disposable alternatives.
e Reusable Bottles & Containers — Encouraged through orientation programs and events.

4.2 Collaboration with Vendors
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NCUT works with local restaurants and caterers in Taichung to ensure meals provided for

events:

e Do not rely on disposable packaging.

e Include options for reusable or returnable containers.

5. Supporting Initiatives for Waste Minimisation
Disposable reduction policies are supported by broader waste and resource minimization
initiatives:
5.1 Reuse the Used Copied Paper Campaign — Promoting double-sided copying and paper
reuse.

5.2 E-Document System — Transition to digital administration, reducing paper-based waste.

5.3 Paperless Conference Rooms — Library and administrative buildings equipped with digital

screens to avoid printed materials.

5.4 Extending Facility Lifespan — Repair and maintenance prioritized over disposal of

equipment.
6. Education, Training, and Community Outreach
6.1 Education and Service Learning

e Students complete 54 hours of service learning before graduation, often in recycling and

sustainability programs.
e Disposable minimization is integrated into sustainability workshops and seminars.
6.2 Government Partnerships

e Cooperation with the Taichung City Government to promote sustainable procurement and

disposable-free events.
e Access to government-approved vendor lists supporting reusable alternatives.
7. Monitoring, Evaluation, and Impact
7.1 Internal Monitoring
e Annual reports submitted by departments on disposable reduction.

e Data compiled and reviewed by NCUT’s Environmental Protection and Safety and Health

Center.
7.2 Progress and Achievements
e 100% elimination of disposable tableware in meetings and training events.

e Increased student adoption of reusable containers and bottles.
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” Récognition as a Green University Model School in Taiwan.

7.3 Challenges

Shifting community habits from convenience-driven disposable usage to sustainable

alternatives.

Ensuring full compliance during large-scale events with external vendors.

Future Goals

NCUT aims to continue advancing its disposable minimization strategy through:

Stricter enforcement of disposable bans across all campus activities.
Expansion of reusable solutions, such as container-sharing programs and refill stations.

Integration with Circular Economy Practices to promote reuse, recycling, and sustainable

consumption.

Community Partnerships — Extending disposable minimization initiatives beyond campus into

the Taichung region.

NCUT’s strong policies on disposable item minimization highlight its leadership in sustainable

campus operations. By banning disposables, mandating accountability, engaging the community, and

promoting reusable alternatives, NCUT demonstrates a holistic commitment to reducing waste and

fostering responsible consumption.

Through continued innovation and collaboration with government, industry, and community

partners, NCUT is paving the way toward a disposable-free campus, supporting both Taiwan’s

11.2 SDG Alignment

NCUT’s efforts to minimise the use of disposable items directly support the following UN Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs):

SDG 12 — Responsible Consumption and Production

o Target 12.3: By reducing single-use products and food packaging waste, NCUT actively

lowers waste at its source.

o Target 12.5: Implementation of the Regulation for Garbage Reduction and Resource

Recycling and disposable bans directly increase reuse and recycling rates.
SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities

o Target 11.6: By cutting down on plastic and disposable waste, NCUT helps reduce
environmental impact in Taichung, contributing to cleaner and more sustainable

urban living.

SDG 13 - Climate Action
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s Target 13.3: Campus-wide education and service learning hours raise awareness on
climate and sustainability, ensuring that students, staff, and local communities adopt

long-term sustainable practices.
e SDG 14 - Life Below Water

o Target 14.1: Reduction of plastics and single-use packaging prevents pollution from
reaching marine environments, helping to protect ecosystems downstream from

NCUT’s Taichung location.

e SDG 15 - Life on Land

o Target 15.5: Through minimisation of disposables and promotion of reusables, NCUT

reduces landfill pressure, thereby protecting terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity.
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The Taichung City Government provides a list of catering vendors in Taichung City that can be used
for delivery orders without disposable utensils.
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Guidelines for reducing the use of disposable tableware and packaged drinking water
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